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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Richard French – Chair
President/CEO
French|West|Vaughan

Molly Sapienza – Vice Chair
Senior Manager, Corporate 
Sponsorships
RBC Centura

Brian Maloney – Immediate Past 
Chair
Vice President/General Manager
850 the Buzz/620 the Bull

William Dawkins – Past Chair
President, North Carolina & 
Virginia
Regions Bank

Lewis Card
Executive Director, Athletic 
Development & Government 
Affairs
Saint Augustine’s College

Julie Cooper
Vice President, Sales and 
Marketing
SunTrust Bank

Scott Dupree
Director of Sports Marketing
Greater Raleigh Convention and 
Visitors Bureau

Elaine Estes
State Manager, Managed Care 
and Marketing
USOncology 

Worth Harris
President
Harris Wholesale, Inc.

Nelle Hotchkiss
Senior Vice President, Corporate 
Relations
North Carolina Electric 
Membership Corporation

JoAnn Miller
Vice President, Marketing 
Communications
CARQUEST

Davin Olsen
Vice President for Arena 
Management
Gale Force Holdings, LP

Perry Safran
Attorney
Safran Law Offices

Gary Sobba
General Manager
Tar Heel Sports Marketing

E. Stephen Stroud
SIOR/Chairman
NAI Carolantic Realty, Inc.

Robert Thorburn
CPA/Partner
Ernst & Young, LLP

The Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce created the Greater Raleigh Sports Council to foster a healthy economic  
environment by promoting the city and county as leading sites for sporting events involving youth, collegiate, amateur  
and professional entities.

2007/08 STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The 2006/07 year was exciting for sports in the Triangle!  As we move into 

a new year, let us reflect on our major events of the past year.

In an effort to build our brand and establish a more dominant identity in the 

sports marketplace, the Sports Council underwent an image transformation, 

changing its name to the Greater Raleigh Sports Council and engaging Kelly 

MarCom, Inc. to develop a new logo and corporate identity.  The new design 

has been implemented in all of the Council’s materials, and will help us to 

grow our brand moving forward.  

The Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference (MEAC) Basketball Tournament 

returned to the Triangle in March for its second year and continued to grow.  

Following the tournament, Wake County and the City of Raleigh asked the 

Greater Raleigh Sports Council to oversee the day-to-day administration 

and financial stability of the 2008 tournament.  We are working hard to 

make the upcoming tournament the best one yet!

The Greater Raleigh Sports Council continued its tradition of hosting 

excellent events for its members.  The February quarterly meeting allowed 

members to hear from Hockey Hall of Fame radio announcer Chuck Kaiton.  

Members attending the July quarterly meeting met first year N.C. State 

football coach Tom O’Brien and toured the Wendell Murphy Center.  Our 

August luncheon featured former MLB World Series champion Gary Gaetti 

and the opportunity to take batting practice at the Durham Bulls Athletic 

Park.  Eight-time PGA Tour winner Loren Roberts entertained members at 

the annual September quarterly meeting at the SAS Championship.

We also offered support to several of the local sports franchises.  The 

Nights Out at the Durham Bulls and Carolina Mudcats were popular events 

for members and their families and friends.  In addition, the Greater Raleigh 

Sports Council hosted a Carolina Hurricanes Night Out with a reception 

attended by goalie Cam Ward, and a Night Out at the Carolina RailHawks 

attended by several players.

The fourth annual Evening of Champions presented by SunTrust in 

partnership with 850 the Buzz & 620 the Bull welcomed almost 400 

attendees.  The Top 10 Triangle Sports Moments showcased some of the 

best sports highlights in the nation, including the Hurricanes’ Stanley 

Cup championship.  Coach Peter Laviolette was honored as Sports Person 

of the Year.  Dr. LeRoy Walker, legendary track and field coach and 

former president of the U.S. Olympic Committee, received the Lifetime 

Achievement Award.

Our year wrapped up with the 2007 RBC Centura We Love the Hurricanes 

Luncheon.  More than 350 people dined with players, coaches and 

broadcasters and heard a state of the team update from Coach Laviolette.

Your dedication to the Greater Raleigh Sports Council ensures the 

development and success of the market as a leading site for sports.  We 

extend our sincere thanks to you—our members, sponsors and volunteers— 

for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Rick French

President, French|West|Vaughn

2007/08 Chair, Greater Raleigh Sports Council



2006/07 CORPORATE SPONSORS

850 the Buzz/620 the Bull

Brand Fuel Promotions

Brentwood Carpets, Inc.

Carolina Hurricanes

Carolina Mudcats

Carolina RailHawks

CARQUEST

Central Carolina Hockey

DJF Builders, Inc.

Durham Bulls Baseball Club

Greene Resources, Inc.

Kelly MarCom, Inc.

Lisa Dee’s Florist

North Carolina Electric Membership Corp.

PBM Graphics, Inc.

Presentation Services/PSAV

Progress Energy

RBC Centura

Rey’s Fine Dining

Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson

SAS Championship Presented by Forbes

SunTrust Bank

The King Partnership

The Miracle League of the Triangle

The Restaurant Group

TLC Laser Eye Centers

Total Wine & More

Trailblazer Studios

Vanguard Homes

Winston Hotels, Inc.

OCTOBER 2006

Quarterly Meeting featuring Hale Irwin

FEBRUARY 2007

Quarterly Meeting featuring Chuck Kaiton

MARCH 2007

4th Annual Evening of Champions Awards Dinner

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference  

Basketball Tournament

Night Out at the Carolina Hurricanes

JUNE 2007

Night Out at the Carolina Mudcats

JULY 2007

Quarterly Meeting with Tom O’Brien

Night Out at the Carolina RailHawks

Night Out at the Durham Bulls

AUGUST 2007

Luncheon with Gary Gaetti

SEPTEMBER 2007

Quarterly Meeting at the SAS Championship

We Love the Carolina Hurricanes Luncheon

2006/07 EVENTS

JANUARY 2008

Quarterly Meeting

FEBRUARY 2008

5th Annual Evening of Champions Awards Dinner

MARCH 2008

Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference  

Basketball Tournament

APRIL 2008

Quarterly Meeting

MAY 2008

Night Out at the Durham Bulls

JUNE 2008

Night Out at the Carolina RailHawks

JULY 2008

Night Out at the Carolina Mudcats

Quarterly Meeting

SEPTEMBER 2008

Quarterly Meeting at the SAS Championship

We Love the Hurricanes Luncheon

2008 UPCOMING EVENTS



Members (as of 11.01.07)

850 the Buzz/620 the Bull
Tim Brady
Adam Gold
Brian Maloney
Billy McClatchey

ALLTEL
Ron Senchak

Blankenship Associates, Inc.
Traci Smith

Branch Banking & Trust Co.
Scott Irby
Brad Pollock
Gray Reed
Bill Smith
David Weaver

Brasfield & Gorrie LLC
Scott Duckworth

Capital Bank
Mike Bernhardt
Brett Brackett
Matt Ensley
Jeff Hendrick
David Morgan
Bryan Roberson

Carolina Hurricanes
Peterson Avetta
Michael Hurley
Curt Johnson
Dave Olsen
Kyle Prairie
Doug Warf

Carolina Mudcats
Liz Byrd
Brian DeWine
Eric Gardner
Kurt Kedzierzawski
Joe Kremer
Lindsay Wiener

Carolina RailHawks
Chris Economides
Brad Myers
Brian Wellman
Jodi Witte

Central Carolina Hockey
Charles Carter
Catherine Carter
Mark Howard
Grant Knier
Jake Plancon

Cisco Systems
David Draper
Greg Hallow
Ronnie Harrell
JP Kenney
Elyce Williams

CompuCom
Ron Ferrucci

Corporate Express Office 
Products
Jeff Gerald
Mike Kinder
Brian Morris
John Richardson
Bobby Sasser

Durham Bulls Baseball Club
Mike Birling
Jonathan Bishop
Matt DeMargel
George Habel
Tim Seaton
Neil Solondz

The King Partnership
George King

Lenovo Group
Joe Pinnix

McM Corporation
Kevin Hamm
George King

North Carolina Electric 
Membership Corp.
Bud Cohoon
Bob Goodson
Nelle Hotchkiss
Bob Schwentker

Regions Bank
William Dawkins
Todd Simpson

Rey’s Fine Dining
Christina Feore

RSM McGladrey, Inc./
McGladrey & Pullen, LLP
Wayne Billings
Emilie Foy
Hope Greene
Taylor Newberry
Tony Pandiscia
Ronald Wainwright

Saint Augustine’s College
Doris Bullock
Lewis Card
Anthony Jeffries
Janette Booker Johnson
Dianne Boardley Suber
George Williams

SunTrust Bank
Dave Byerley
Julie Cooper
Wayne Gentry
Robert Jones
David Lackey
Rick Merrill
John Stallings

TAC Americas, Inc.
Cal Adcock
John Bowling
Darren Dean
Ed Haak
Rob Stone
Todd Rodeffer

Triangle Business Journal
Dale Gibson
Charlene Grunwaldt
Kim Brame McGimsey
Martin Morgan
Sougata Mukherjee
Kim Nilson

Winston Hotels, Inc.
Patti Bell
Kenneth Crockett
Jacob Darling
Joseph Green
Brent West
Robert Winston

Corporate Members

Greater Raleigh Sports Council
800 South Salisbury Street
PO Box 2978
Raleigh, NC 27602-2978

www.thesportscouncil.org

4ourFans, Inc.
Livis Freeman

A.G. Edwards, Inc.
David Purdy

Alston & Bird LLP
Chris Humphrey

American Recognition 
Products
Ann Pulley
Fred Pulley

Armstrong Relocation
Todd Lamar
Steve Seymour

Ashworth’s Clothing
Steve Ashworth

Austin Station Promotions
Mario Ciardella

Awards Express USA
Dick Armant

Basic Plumbing  
Company, Inc.
Mark Brown

Boulevard Auto Sales
Neil Ward

Brady Commercial/
Industrial HVAC
Chris Jones

BranchServ
Tim Layaou
Mike Turner

Brand Fuel Promotions
Tom Arnold

Brock Maintenance Services
Bill Barbour

CADRE Systems, Inc.
Charles Rogers

Carolina Performance – 
Sport Psychology •  
Sport Psychiatry
Eric Morse

Chauncy F. Nelson,  
DDS, MS, PA
Chauncy Nelson

Cintas Document 
Management
Chris Hendrickson
Chet Hinton

Clark Air Systems
Jeff Clark

Coastal Federal Credit Union
Larry Wilson

Corporate Facility Services
John Ferguson

Craig Jackson &  
Partners, Inc.
Craig Jackson
Scott Ray

Craftsmanship Unlimited
Peter DeCuir

Crash Marketing & Media
Crash Gregg

Custom Laminating
Dave Hamilton

Sharon Davis

Dec Appraisal Service, LLC
Arthur Dec

Designer Athletic
George Trantas

DJF Builders, Inc.
Dennis Fitzgerald

Dominion Realty  
Partners, LLC
Andy Andrews

DeMartino Masonry  
& Contracting
Rick DeMartino

Derrick Johnson Eletrical  
& Fire Alarm Systems, Inc.
Derrick Johnson

Eastern Turf  
Maintenance, Inc.
Brad Sutton

Edward Jones, Inc.
Marjorie Rutherford

Embassy Suites Raleigh-
Durham Airport
Jullie Campbell

Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Matt Davis
Mat Mayhew

Environmental Holdings 
Group, LLC
BJ Fungaroli
Brian Sanders

Ernst & Young LLP
Robert Thorburn

Eye Care Associates
Michael Peters

The Ferris Group, Inc.
Eric Ferris

First Citizens Bank
Michael Shaw
Shan Teel

Foot and Ankle Associates 
of North Carolina
Clarence Stewart

French|West|Vaughn
Rick French

GE Appliances
Donald Tomlinson

General Parts, Inc.
JoAnn Miller

General Sports Venue, LLC
Doug Whitmer

Robert Gilday

GlaxoSmithKline
William Shore

Greater Raleigh Convention 
and Visitors Bureau
Tori Collins
Scott Dupree
Denny Edwards
Jason Philbeck

Greene Resources, Inc.
Gary Greene

The Halifax Group, LLC
Michael Marshall

Harris Wholesale, Inc.
Worth Harris

Hewlett-Packard
Eugene Frazier
Steve Levine

The Hilton North Raleigh
Shirley Hughes

Hilton RDU Airport at RTP
Brian Ringsdorf

Holiday Inn Brownstone 
Hotel & Conference Center
Kevin Johnson

Homescape Building 
Company
David Van Kula

Howard, Stallings, From & 
Hutson, PA
Philip Paine

Hunton & Williams
Daniel Gunter III

Hutchison Law Group PLLC
Fred Hutchison

Inland Construction
Jim Edwards

Innova Sports Tours
Chad Stockert

Insider Sports Marketing
Chip Hutchinson

Jefferson Wells
Jason Lemons

Kelly MarCom, Inc.
Dee Mittman

Kennedy Covington Lobdell 
& Hickman, LLP
Brian Fork

Kennedy Office Supply 
Company, Inc.
Charles Kennedy, Jr.
Bill Sigmon

Kirschbaum, Nanney, 
Keenan & Griffin, PA
David Nanney

KPMG LLP
David Otteni

Kyle Roth & Associates, 
DDS, PA
Kyle Roth

The Law Offices of Adam 
Neijna, PLLC
Adam Neijna

Legends Sports Marketing 
Management
Peter DeLorme

Life Time Fitness
Derek Nereu

Longistics
Duane Long

Loyd Builders, LLC
Tripp Loyd

McClatchy Interactive
Howard Sadel
Fraser Van Asch

Michael D. Williams, 
DDS, PA
Michael Williams

Mid-Atlantic  
Associates, Inc.
Darin McClure

Millennium Hotel Durham
Jeff Brickman

The Miracle League of the 
Triangle
Robin Rose

NAI Carolantic Realty, Inc.
E. Stephen Stroud

National Envelope 
Corporation
Mike Szathmary

National Power Corporation
Eddie Youngblood

NC High School Athletic 
Association
Karen DeHart

NC State University 
Department of Athletics
David Horning

NCR
Kerry Harmon

The News & Observer 
Publishing Co.
Jim Puryear

North Raleigh Law Group
Robert Morton

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, 
Smoak & Stewart
Matt Keen

PBM Graphics, Inc.
Bob Lempp

Premier Management 
Group, LLC
Evan Morgenstein

PricewaterhouseCoopers 
LLP
Jeffrey Barber

Progress Energy
Jay Brown
Marty Clayton
Hilda Pinnix-Ragland
Lloyd Yates

Progressive Benefit 
Solutions
William Salmon

Progressive Business 
Solutions, Inc.
Tim Catlett

Quality Construction 
Products
Jeff Newhouse

RBC Centura
Jenny Blackwelder
Molly Sapienza
David Watson

Rex Hospital Open
Bob Scott

Rich Commercial Realty
Tripp Lineberry

Rodrick A. Alston II, DDS
Rod Alston

SRA International
Steve Wiley

Safran Law Offices
Perry Safran

SAS Championship
Paul Campion
Jeff Kleiber

Senter Tractor  
Company, Inc.
Michael Senter

Sheraton Raleigh Hotel
Tom Dillon

Small Kane Architects, PA
Kerry Kane
Milton Small

Smith, Anderson, Blount, 
Dorsett, Mitchell & 
Jernigan, LLP
Jason Martinez

Southeastern Orthopedics 
Sports Medicine & Shoulder 
Center, PA
Kevin Speer

Sports & Properties, Inc.
Hill Carrow

Storr Office  
Environments, Inc.
Tom Vande Guchte

Tar Heel Sports Marketing
Gary Sobba

Tara Kendrick

Time Warner Cable 
Raleigh Division
Jennifer Tilden

Time Warner Telecom
Keith Jurney

The Triangle Tribune
BL Best

Tournament Players Club  
at Wakefield Plantation
Michael Thomas

US Oncology
Elaine Estes

USA Baseball
David Perkins
Paul Seiler

Vaco, LLC
Brian Mattison

VisionPoint Marketing
Gary Kuehn

Wake County Government
David Cooke

WakeMed Health & 
Hospitals
William Atkinson

Wire Ways Limited
Bruce Keil

Wolfpack Club
Bobby Purcell

Wolfpack Sports Marketing
Brian Asbill

The York Companies
Smedes York

Young Moore and 
Henderson, PA
William M. Trott

Individual Members
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