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The 2007/08 was another exciting year for sports in the Triangle.  

We have much to celebrate, so let us take a moment to refl ect on our 

major events of the past year.

The 5th Annual evening of Champions presented by sunTrust bank in 

partnership with 850 the buzz/620 the bull welcomed more than 400 

attendees. The Top 10 Triangle sports Moments showcased some of 

the best sports highlights in the nation. Current Texas ranger Josh 

Hamilton was honored as the sports Person of the Year, and retired 

Carolina Hurricane ron Francis received the Lifetime Achievement 

Award.  Appalachian state University head football coach and three-

time national champion Jerry Moore headlined the event.

The Mid-eastern Athletic Conference (MeAC) basketball Tournament 

returned to the Triangle in March for a third year and continued to grow.  

Also in March, the NCAA Men’s basketball Tournament returned to the 

area for the fi rst time since 2004. The sports Council partnered with N.C. 

state University, the Greater raleigh Convention and Visitors bureau, 

Centennial Authority, rDU International Airport and the City of raleigh to 

develop a community welcome and hospitality program for NCAA offi cials, 

student-athletes, media and fans. 

The Greater raleigh sports Council continued its tradition of hosting 

excellent events for its members. The February Quarterly Meeting allowed 

members the opportunity to hear from Carolina railHawks general manager 

Chris economides and head coaches scott schweitzer and Jay Howell.  

Members attending the May Quarterly Meeting met UNC head football 

coach butch Davis. The July luncheon featured MLb World series Champion 

manager Jack McKeon and the opportunity to interact with the Class 

AA southern League All-star players. eleven-time PGA Tour winner scott 

Hoch entertained members at the september Quarterly Meeting at the 

sAs Championship.

We also offered support to several of the local sports franchises. The 

Nights Out with the Durham bulls, Carolina Mudcats and Carolina 

railHawks continued to be popular events for members, their families 

and friends. In addition, the sports Council hosted a Carolina Hurricanes 

Night Out with a reception attended by forward Patrick eaves.

The 2008/2009 year is sure to be another great one for sports in the 

Triangle. Your dedication to the Greater raleigh sports Council ensures 

the development and success of the market as a leading site for sports. 

We continue to make the region a better place to live, work and play. 

We extend our sincere thanks to our members, sponsors and volunteers 

for your continued support.

sincerely,

Molly sapienza

senior Manager, Corporate sponsorships & Charitable Giving, rbC bank

2008/09 Chair, Greater raleigh sports Council

NOVEMBER 2008
Member Appreciation reception 

JANUARY 2009
Quarterly Meeting featuring Peter Karmanos

FEBRUARY 2009
Night Out with the Carolina Hurricanes 

MARCH 2009
6th Annual evening of Champions Awards Dinner 

NCAA Women’s basketball Tournament regionals 

APRIL 2009
Quarterly Meeting 

MAY 2009
Night Out with the Durham bulls

JUNE 2009
Night Out with the Carolina railHawks 

JULY 2009
Night Out with the Carolina Mudcats 

Quarterly Meeting

SEPTEMBER 2009
Quarterly Meeting at the sAs Championship

We Love the Hurricanes Luncheon

sincerely,sincerely,

Molly sapienzaMolly sapienza

senior Manager, Corporate sponsorships & Charitable Giving, rbC banksenior Manager, Corporate sponsorships & Charitable Giving, rbC bank

2007/08 COrPOrATe sPONsOrs

850 the buzz/620 the bull

99.9 The Fan

brand Fuel Promotions

brentwood Carpets & Flooring

Capitol broadcasting Co., Inc.

Carolina Hurricanes

Carolina Mudcats

Carolina railHawks

CArQUesT Auto Parts

Central Carolina Hockey

Durham bulls baseball Club

French|West|Vaughan

Greene resources, Inc.

Hilton rDU Airport at rTP

Island sound–DJ’s & Video

Life Time Fitness

North Carolina electric Membership Corp.

PbM Graphics, Inc.

PsAV Presentation services

Progress energy

rbC bank

rey’s Fine Dining

rsM McGladrey, Inc./
McGladrey & Pullen, LLP

safran Law Offi ces

sAs Championship Presented by Forbes

sunTrust bank

The restaurant Group

TLC Laser eye Centers

Total Wine & More

Uniq events

FEBRUARY 2008
5th Annual evening of Champions Awards Dinner 

Night Out with the Carolina Hurricanes 

Quarterly Meeting featuring Chris economides, 
scott schweitzer and Jay Howell 

MARCH 2008
Mid-eastern Athletic Conference 
basketball Tournament 

NCAA Men’s basketball Tournament (MeAC)
1st & 2nd rounds 

APRIL 2008
Member reception at Life Time Fitness 

MAY 2008
Quarterly Meeting featuring butch Davis 

JUNE 2008
Night Out with the Durham bulls

JULY 2008
Quarterly Meeting featuring Jack McKeon 

AUGUST 2008
Night Out with the Carolina railHawks 

Night Out with the Carolina Mudcats 

SEPTEMBER 2008
Quarterly Meeting at the sAs Championship

OCTOBER 2008
We Love the Hurricanes Luncheon  

2007/08 eVeNTsA MessAGe FrOM THe CHAIr

Molly sapienza – Chair
Senior Manager, Corporate 
Sponsorships & Charitable Giving
RBC Bank

rick French – Immediate Past 
Chair
President/CEO
French|West|Vaughan

brian Maloney – Past Chair
Vice President/General Manager
850 the Buzz/620 the Bull

William Dawkins – Past Chair
President, North Carolina 
& Virginia
Regions Bank

Lewis Card
Executive Director, 
Athletic Development 
& Government Affairs
Saint Augustine’s College

Julie Cooper
Vice President, Sales 
and Marketing
SunTrust Bank

scott Dupree
Vice Presient of Sports Marketing
Greater Raleigh Convention 
and Visitors Bureau

elaine estes
State Manager, Managed 
Care and Marketing
US Oncology 

Worth Harris
President
Harris Wholesale, Inc.

Nelle Hotchkiss
Senior Vice President, 
Corporate Relations
North Carolina Electric 
Membership Corp.

Davin Olsen
Vice President/General Manager 
for Arena Management
Gale Force Holdings, LP

Perry safran
Attorney
Safran Law Offi ces

Gary sobba
Senior Vice President, 
Heartland Region
Learfi eld Sports

e. stephen stroud
SIOR/Chairman
NAI Carolantic Realty, Inc.

robert Thorburn
CPA/Partner
Ernst & Young LLP

The Greater raleigh Chamber of Commerce created the Greater raleigh sports Council to foster a healthy economic 
environment by promoting the city and county as leading sites for sporting events involving youth, collegiate, amateur 
and professional entities.

2008/09 sTeerING COMMITTee MeMbers

2008/09 UPCOMING eVeNTs

2008_sca.indd   2-3 10/31/08   11:59:10 AM



Members (as of 10.01.08)

850 the Buzz/620 the Bull

99.9 The Fan

ALLTEL

Blankenship Associates, Inc.

Capital Bank

Carolina Hurricanes

Carolina Mudcats

Carolina RailHawks

Central Carolina Hockey

Corporate Express  
Office Products

Durham Bulls Baseball Club

Greene Resources, Inc.

Inland American  
Winston Hotels, Inc.

Lenovo

Regions Bank

Rey’s Fine Dining

RSM McGladrey, Inc./ 
McGladrey & Pullen, LLP

Saint Augustine’s College

Summit Hospitality Group, LTD

SunTrust Bank

TAC Americas, Inc.

Touchstone Energy

Corporate Members

Greater Raleigh Sports Council
800 S. Salisbury St.
PO Box 2978
Raleigh, NC 27602-2978

www.thesportscouncil.org

4ourFans, Inc.

Alston & Bird LLP

Rodrick A. Alston II, DDS

Armstrong Relocation

Ashworth’s Clothing

Athletic Advantage Sports Physical  
Therapy & Performance Center

Austin Station Promotions

Awards Express USA

Basic Plumbing Co., Inc.

BranchServ

Brand Fuel Promotions

C2C Productions

CADre Systems, Inc.

Carolina Performance – Sport  
Psychology • Sport Psychiatry

Clark Air Systems

Coastal Federal Credit Union

Corporate Facility Services

Craftsmanship Unlimited

Sharon Davis

Dec Appraisal Service

DeMartino Masonry & Contracting

Derrick Johnson Fire  
Alarm Systems, Inc.

Designer Athletic

DJF Builders, Inc.

Dominion Realty Partners LLC

Eagle Ridge Golf Club

Eastern Turf Maintenance, Inc.

Embassy Suites Raleigh-Durham/ 
Research Triangle

Enterprise Rent-A-Car

Ernst & Young LLP

Etix

Eye Care Associates

First Citizens Bank

Foot and Ankle Associates  
of North Carolina

French|West|Vaughan

GE Appliances

GE Energy

General Sports Venue, LLC

Genesis Marketing Partners, Inc.

Robert Gilday

Greater Raleigh Convention 
and Visitors Bureau

Harris Wholesale, Inc.

Hewlett-Packard

Highwoods Properties, Inc.

The Hilton North Raleigh

Hilton RDU Airport at RTP

Holiday Inn Brownstone Hotel  
& Conference Center

Homescape Building Company

Howard, Stallings,  
From & Hutson, PA

Hunton & Williams

Hutchison Law Group PLLC

Inland Construction

Insider Sports Marketing

K&L Gates LLP

Tara A. Kendrick

Kennedy Office Supply Co., Inc.

Klimczak, Inc.

KPMG LLP

The Law Offices of Adam Neijna, PLLC

Legends Sports Marketing Management

Life Time Fitness

LM Restaurants, Inc.

Longistics

Loyd Builders, LLC

LRC

McClatchy Interactive

Meredith College

Mid-Atlantic Associates, Inc.

Millennium Hotel Durham

The Miracle League of the Triangle

NAI Carolantic Realty, Inc.

National Power Corporation

NCR

Chauncy F. Nelson, DDS, MS, PA

North Carolina High School  
Athletic Association

North Carolina State University 
Department of Athletics

Ogletree, Deakins,  
Nash, Smoak & Stewart

Oscar T. Smith Co.

Jack Overacre

PBM Graphics, Inc.

Vincent Picconi

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Progress Energy

Progressive Benefit Solutions

Progressive Business  
Solutions, Inc.

Raleigh Downtowner

Raleigh Hockey Club/Jr. Hurricanes

Raleigh Youth Hockey League

RBC Bank

Rex Healthcare Foundation/  
Rex Hospital Open

Kyle Roth & Associates, DDS, PA

Safran Law Offices

SAS Championship

Senter Tractor Co., Inc.

Sheraton Raleigh Hotel

Small Kane Architects, PA

Southeastern Orthopedics Sports  
Medicine & Shoulder Center, PA

Sports & Properties, Inc.

Storr Office Environments, Inc.

Tar Heel Sports Marketing

Time Warner Cable

TPC Wakefield Plantation

The Triangle Tribune

tw telecom inc.

US Oncology

USA Baseball

Vype

Wachovia Securities

Wake County Government

WakeMed Health & Hospitals

Michael D. Williams, DDS, PA

Wire Ways Limited

Wolfpack Club

Wolfpack Sports Marketing

The York Companies

Individual Members
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